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Stone School, Mount Pleasant Township, Wayne County, Pa., in 1911, 1912 or 1913. Photograph in the collection 
of Rev. G. Fay Crossman, Pleasant Mount, Wayne County, Pa.; copy print by Donald W. Powell. On October 4, 1980, 
Rev. and Mrs. G. Fay Crossman conducted a tour of some of the historical sites of Mount Pleasant Township, Wayne 
County. The following persons were members of the tour group: Miss Edith A. Gardner, Miss Honey Jane Rodgers, 
Mr. and Mrs. Milo Crossman and daughter, Mr. Donald W. Powell, and the author. The Stone School was one of the 
sites visited by the Crossman tour group on October 4, 1980. On that day, the author, S. Robert Powell, learned 
the following information about the Stone School from Rev. G. Fay Crossman: 





--the school was opened in 1840 and closed in 1929; in 1878 the school was re-done (at that time, a stone with 
the year 1878 painted on it was placed in the front wall of the school, to the right of the front door as 
one faced the school; this stone can be seen in the photograph of the students and teacher in front of the 
school that is given below) 


--in the period 1878-1929, there were windows on six of the eight sides of the school; in the middle of the 
front side was the entrance door; there was no window in the side of the octagon directly opposite the front 
door; the upper half of the window in each side contained 12 panes of glass (3 panes vertically and 4 panes 
horizontally), the lower half of the window in each side contained 8 panes of glass (2 panes vertically and 
4 panes horizontally) 


--in the 1800s, the students' desks were arranged around the outside of the single-room school and the teacher's 
desk was in the middle of the room; at that time as many as 60 students per year attended the Stone School; 
there were, at one time, fourteen one-room schools in Mount Pleasant Township: Brick, Gates, Fulkerson, Mon- 
roe, Deming, Meridith, Vasbinder, Stone, Egypt, Pleasant Mount, Whites Valley, Abbott, Red, and Rock Lake 


--when G. Fay Crossman attended this school, from the winter of 1905-1906 to 1913, the teacher's desk was 
situated in the middle of the back wall (the wall opposite the front door), and the students' desks were 
arranged in four rows that were perpendicular to the teacher's desk (the two rows of desks for the boys were 
on the left as one faced the teacher's desk, and the two rows of desks for the girls were on the right as 
one faced the teacher's desk); the four-row arrangement of students' desks was instituted, Rev. Crossman 
hypothesizes, when the school was re-done in 1878; in his letter to the author of March 5, 1981, Rev. Cross- 
man states: "Too, between the four rows of pupils and the teacher's desk, was a ‘class bench' where each 
class went at its given time (all eight grades were together). Very interesting, yet educational. As an 
example: The teacher would ask any pupil the question she desired pertaining to the lesson. My best subject bY 
was spelling, and one day in class, I had spelled my word, the next word was 'PLEASANT,' it went to each | 
pupil until it was my turn which never came. We had to take our spelling over: I could have spelled the 
word, and perhaps the teacher knew it." 


